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Da/io Lui was thnie yes^r^ oul ^ben John F 
Fenn^y na^? suot in Dallas, As a stwient at Beverly 
Hiffb Sciii^i Lui was intfJg^Jod l>y the event and 
studying it As* he reran the famous Zapruder 
fi\n be saw something that no one apparently had 
noi.?i:ed before — a ilitie girl chasing the presidential 
Irnousine who suddenly stops, startled. Was this in 
n^ponse to the sound of gunfire? If so. it could cause 
flrk.vic rethinking of the various Lonspirac}' versus lone 
gunman rheorit^ — because of the girl's pt>sition in 
relation to the reactions of the victims in *he limousine, 
tiut who was thus nameless, almost faveieiis child? This 
ts the csiory of David Lut*s search. 

By Darid Lai 

Speriai to Fhf fhronicte * 

J ‘«-atchr<l the silent Zapruder film for wb*t must 
Have 1)«?en the J>0ih time that night. Suddenly, i saw 
somethir.g that startled me. a young girl, nmnlng to 
keep pace with the presidential limousine, stopped 
abruptly and turned toward the Texas School Book 
Ttepcsitory — before any shots .vere supposed to have 
heed fired. 

Many a?sassinatii3|nb|^^ge.torB have said that the 

killing a conspiracy — not because oi the existence 

i>: .a, second gun, other bullets or witneses who saw a 

second assjissin. but becau.se the shots were fired too 

t togeiher, too ((uickly for that particular gun's 

; hanism to fire twice. 

I • • 

• But if the first 5hot had* Wn fi«:d earlier than 

in'^y ihou! 2 lii. that woviJd have left enough lime for one 

i iiS.sa'Wsin U) have fired all the shots. 

^ I jiot an »^xp€n. I studietl the Kennedy 
issaiitsiniitiun for an oxtra credit project while I was a 
frcshnran at Beierly Hills High School. I became so 
enfcrosstvi with my .study of the murder that 1 wrote lo 
.1 mail-order house for a JJ15 video tape of Uie Zapnider 
r;nn 

I cam calcuIrJe the number of hours I spent al 
r*^iirby IHXA using their equipment to run the film 
i*.:T and over I haunied Uie used h<x)k stores of !.os 
\nc:elts st^archiug for any information on the assays’- 

Oie Zraprocler film has no sound If it did there 
be 130 difficulty in discovering exactly when the 
;>r.i»ts were fired. 

I the film again so I could take a closer look 
.1 T.it girl, ^i-|e was about 10, wore a red skirt and a 
•A tep and was Caurasum. 

t kr.au *h‘it :hrre wen niany nos»ioillth» why h 10- 
- -.x ul ijiighl Mop running: maybe her parents called 
‘ r»* :iavk. 'he might s?mply have become tired, but lust 
she I umiinfj; in rtacUoc to a rifle shot. 

I beiits/ d the theory that the preside:ot bad been 
M-*' vi iur of nr,*re man one assassin. Tne rrtosr common 
'**» I jivrludina that Le^ Harvey Osw*aid had not 
ipc a>^asslri in the pia4:<» ''hat (lay was some 
appMcd lo the Zapruder film. 



I knew from my reading that Oswald s gun uMlci 
fire only one biiilel every 2J second?. The 
cakuiaT^ that 1B.3 frames of movie n'm pas?Aid 
through Zapruder^s Bell and Howell raniere ever> 
second. If the Zapruder film revealed a shot sinking 
ihe car or iiii occupanis more frequer.lly than once 
every’ ^ frames (2,3 se^'onds miiitipllcu by f he camera ? 
18.3 fi*ames per second; the assassination of Uie 
president must have been a conspiracy, since Oswald s 
gun could not have fired fast enough to do the job 
alone. 

Unforiunatel,v. Abraham Zapmder was xiot a 
professional caraerauiaD. When he chiose his position to 
him ihe parade, be did not realize that the lim^u«fne 
and Its occupants would be obscured from hte lens by a 
freeway .sign. At frame 21C, ap|>eaifng ic be unhurt. 
President Kennedy fell from viuw behind the signlUe 
emerged from the other side of the sign ct frame 22£V of 
the film with both hands to his throati the effect of a 
bullet wound. The Warren Commiassim felt that it 
would not \te possible to pinpoint the e j^din^trf tto 
first shot due to the interference of ttte !^|n, T^rwoi^, 
It sulfficed to say that President Kennedy was ahot 
while he was obscured by the freeway sign. 

Al frame 238 of the film a shot hits Governor John 
Connally The bullet pierced and collapsed his lung. 
Like a deflating balloon, the collapse forced the breath 
which the governor had just drawn back up his 
windpipe and out his mouth. This motion is seen 
starting at frame 241 of the film, Just after his shoulder 
is thrust forward. 

This being the case, 1 subtracted the frame in 
which President Kennedy was shot from the frame in 
whicfi Connally was hit and found that 28 frames at 
most elapsed between the two shots (238-210 28). This 
w'as not enough time for Oswald's gun to be the sole 
firing weapon. 

if. as showm, Connally was shot at frame 238, then 
*he Earlier shot would have to hav'^ hit the president 
nm ffl frame’ 210, hut before frame 19H for a lone 
assasin using Oswald’s gun to have been responsible 
for both shots (238A25-196). With this in . mind many 
people had surmu<ed that the assassination was a 
conspiracy. ' 

8ut the little girl stopped running at frame 197 of 
ibe ^pruder film. Tf she stopped ruanuig m reaction to 
j shot, that would mean that the first shot was fireu 
much earlier than any researcher had assumed. 

Of all the witnesses in the plaza that dny, ahe was 
cl‘)sebt to the president when tha first shot hit him. 1 
knew that from her y^tage point 15 feet behind the 
president, she was even close enough to see the bullet’? 
impact 

If ahe had indeed stopped nmnfng in reaM.'Uon to a 
shot ‘it would have placed the time of the first shot, not 
at fi-ames 2l(X2f©. as the Warren Coxxuniasion had said, 
bur ^fore frame 196. ' 

I knew that If ! ever found the girl, and found viUV 
that she did .'^top rurming in reaction tv 9 aiiot, I ^oald 
liave to change my theorv from ihe ccnspkjuiy U 




♦ ★ ★ 



E very day after school, I raw do^n to ihc 
library lo search through the 26 vuji.iine^^ of 
evidence collected by the Warren Comrr.;i*irfU; 
Jooklpg for some reference to the littie gtrl! 
However, I wasn't able to find a sign that anyone had 
ever made reference to her, let alone interview hrr 

Later that week, 1 asked a frRfhvJ lo drn'e mh \i b 
store* in another part of town. Suddenly, ! had ai 
insight into the assassination. I realized teat this girl, 4 
10-year-okl, was too }'oung to go see a parade dow n"<jv n 
» hy herself; someone probably drove har down to tiK- 
ibe president that da}*, possibly a parent. Tiial person 
might be listed amona ttie known witnesses. 

> Tltfl week. I .'•tarted to colkTt as cf>mplcio a lii^i ah 
^ possible of the L!v,.wvii ,viines.«os. It waj: a gan-anlLum 

task. Only a small penn niagc of the total number of 
witnesses had *st tuaily been iaierviewed by the Warren 
, Ccftninission Most hud ilniply filed a depa*5itiou with 
the Dallas County JShtTiff ~ Office on a one-page fonn. 

Another group reoc^iverl only a fleetmg reference 
in the co’TiniLssix'*n fih: Usually I .saw, to my 

araa^emejnt. that trie Warrei: Commission had made no 
attempi to lo ate v< witness iogged In this manner. I bad 
no gnan?iiP?e ihai ihe girl s parents were among the 
known w lu r^-ses. but 1 knew lijat was my last cham e 
to find hr-r 

Qu* of fht' major coiisiramts on rny research was 
lifletl I s;-iw a <‘*'mplete set of the Warren 

rv?rnmi.sv»or* hook." ' rllirg ai 3 Los Anseies swap meeJ ! 
cloM • «4' me- account, and bought the books tor 

$125 

t ^'ilow t. every ieiii [ could dig up that might help 
me ip ni} March When I cumpieted my list. 1 had 
found :.i:*rLir . Doiontral parents. 

I !^.Uid Mn.nd' rt information afwjut each and 
begroi u? aoh id t some of the people in the plaza 
that dav wen. hiih ‘'koIv than others to ne the parents 
or ;;rt » of me cdrl 

V no}vr jHrn-iincgv of total number of 
'^^haes’K s -.vere cjiy worker? Uhe plaza m downtown 
Luiia.s .%hcM‘ i rus^iem Kennedy was k?lle\l was part of 
L* c !vr. I-.:* ^ Fof’ mavpr Dallas wanted to give 
the proiideiit as warm a w'elcome as possible, therefore. 
mvxy cit\ worKv»‘s were givra five or ten minutes off 
u) gc. vv he orviidcnt pass by. f knew that few If anv 
of if)*5rn h.ii ume tr go ihelr families, 1 crossed 
’:hem -y-f i,y (im 

i ciirrrinafed ail >ecurily personnel No on- 
d'h\ ^^ayrcl lo .tpili hte nueutlon between 

prcir Ung thi- pr^*'-ideni and watching his own kids 
Pur tltis <* a-oM. - dnmpxHi all county deputies, city 
■ SC' ret. ^Mrv^ c. aiiu iiremen helping to control 

lh.*‘ t l O'*. cJ. 

t*;u. *«• I fii'lr ir;p: ii way most likely that the girl s 
> e.- lVM^•cl to ihe pla/oi ihvai day, I cut from 

W-. !t* ♦ ^ V name.*' o:‘ all the *.viUs^»;.ses who approximate 
. < ars c wer not M .:hdd-bearing age The 

cf :* t;r*tamc smaller. 

'• cp-jM :]i- iM’ w;u> V. bite. I dropped all non- 
. L . • V ' ^ n on • v 

v! ri'. .r-'caLiu: ’:***■ c, it was my dream to go to 
Uii**-' if ir-. . wituewfrs w'hofj’e testimony 

A • c. • • ; t>> ?be VVi!rr«‘ii Commission. 

i\y r<' ubrt , 4 ; Niery All my arguments and 
ci :?»Ly v»r- v .success* f was not to go to Dallas 
I . 1 !'!. trip for a L>year-otd to take 

.. . mO :/» t '• V . 1 had to prove lo her ihai my 

' «.-rj"*»' ‘ ^vliiuh 'voiild pay off. 



f \u: jcefcrcm.ed my t:, * 4 coi'-ent Lalta: » ‘i i’ 

ph».>rK' * jok lo find each wun ^ss* p« eseir ! 

Unfen aately. only hai’ wv?re hsted l urmri -heFf 
artdre to send each pe'-son a leitor Te^ucslu-c 
inter ow , 

As the respfmses canjc back i shc.*wrci rf^y fa<)t 7 .:;:; 
ieiter after letter of accepianOA 25 in ;dL v..» icb I hu:I 
receivai over the course of two mojUlis. ]i had ?Jkeu 
that time lo wear her down but fuirt.!} in 
with the provision that sh*^ join me in n*o. jnjirn«rv 
only as an Inttrested onlooker. I rcadiiy itf.a .*pied ^ 
her terms. ! 

Six days before ChrisTmas in 1975. I t!ev to OalLv-’ 
to try to unitiver whaf millions of goverr;"^ieot dod^ri- 
ancl endlc:^ man hour.'i of research had .i"<ailed to find. ‘ 



V THREE-DAY TRIP lo Dailas 
marathon run around tow n meeting ait 
many assassination eyewitnesses as poj-sihleJ 
in the hope that one of them. ju.si one.’ 
might know the little girl. ; 

I 

« 

I interviewed witness after witness in my hotel 
well as In their homes and offices. When I inlorvieM'ed* 
a witness at fc:s office, that usually meant going to 
assassination site because some people still worked 
where they did in 1963. ; 

) 

As I 'went from witness to witness, 1 would 
whether they personally knew Lee Harvey Oswald (fon 
.some had the opportunity to work with him in ihe 
Texas School Book Depository), how many shots tbeyj 
heard, and if they knew the liuie girl in the Zaprudve 
film, of which I had still photos. ♦ 

4 

Evrry evening Ld sit for two hours trying to 
those witnesses w'ho never wrote back to me. I found! 
that even though they did not take the lime to wnie a; 
letter hack to me. some witnesse.s were more thr=n' 
willing to see me for a few moments. Even when iheyl 
ooiildn’t see ne, I d ask if they knew who ihe litiie girlj 
was, . I 

. • » 

On the mornirg of my departure from Dallas I 
two last interviews and then I would have to face it. M\i 
dream.s of finding the little girl were fading fast, f 
consoled myself with the ^nought that 1 had recuided 
the eyewitne»s accounts of many who hod n^ver beors 

questioned before ; 

♦ 

r 

Mora anfi I arrived at the tiome of my at-xi io-la!.'.; 
witnebs Once agair I pointed to the stills of the Utile* 
giri tracking the lunousiae, and asked Phil WUlis. 
you knew this little girl?’’ , | 

J 

“That s my daughter, Rosemary he answered * 

I had found her at Iasi. Her father, in fact Wd?.! 
parerts, had Iwen on the plaza tb*at day and had tokenj 
tnf u daughter wiih them. Phil Wlilis had also hisi 
caincru. He was rosponsibU for some of the mosh 
important photograph?; of the assassination. i 

0 

j 

“Ctti*4 i talk 10 Rosemary?’* I ar.ked, my heyftj 
pounding. He picked up the phone, dialed her n amh^r-I 
and handed me the receiver after a brief introduction 1 

i have to be ( ireful net to ’ead my witne^).'; m ar* •; 
way J thought, as I crossed the rooni io lake the phOGt ' 

DAVfU f LT v.do -oa ru.moti'.bemrr.nti 
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